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Project launched 2007, MWI 501(c)(3) established 2012

Our MissionOur MissionOur MissionOur Mission
Our mission is to educate Minnesotans on our native plants, raise awareness on threats like invasive species, and inspire 

people to explore our great state, appreciate its natural heritage, and become involved in preserving it.

Our desire is to make botany accessible to the general public by providing a free, superior-quality, non-technical field guide 

of plants found growing wild in Minnesota, for use by people of all age groups and experience levels.

Our goal is to record all 2100+ plant species in Minnesota, becoming a complete reference for the state.

Highlights from the 2015 Field SeasonHighlights from the 2015 Field SeasonHighlights from the 2015 Field SeasonHighlights from the 2015 Field Season

Field Activity SummaryField Activity SummaryField Activity SummaryField Activity Summary
• 15,000+ miles traveled, 20,000+ images shot, 1200+ 

volunteer hours logged in survey and travel time

• Surveyed locations in 42 of Minnesota’s 87 counties 

and parts of North Dakota and Wisconsin

• Image sets collected for over 400 species (some only 

partial sets)

• Collected 17 voucher specimens for the Bell 

Herbarium, plus specimens of “historical” Dyssodia 

papposa found along roadsides in 15 counties.

Funding provided by the Minnesota 

Environment and Natural Resources 

Trust Fund as recommended by the 

Legislative-Citizen Commission on 

Minnesota Resources.
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Web Site StatisticsWeb Site StatisticsWeb Site StatisticsWeb Site Statistics
2014 2015

Unique visitors 290,592 358,110 +23%

Number of visits 499,545 560,070 +12%

Facebook fans 2,858 4,014 +40%

Number of species added to the web site in 2015: 179

Number of species updated: 70 (mostly total rewrites)

Total species published as of December 31: 1,064

Web Site Updates and UpgradesWeb Site Updates and UpgradesWeb Site Updates and UpgradesWeb Site Updates and Upgrades
▪ Began adding sedges, 37 Carex species online at year-

end. A specialized search facility for sedges is now 

available. Grasses are next!

▪ Added Wetland Indicator Status for all available species.

▪ Thanks to board member John Thayer for revamping our 

county distribution map-making system. Maps are not 

only more professional looking, but take a fraction of the 

time to prepare. Well done!

New PartnershipsNew PartnershipsNew PartnershipsNew Partnerships

• Collaborated with MN DNR Parks & Trails on their 

Wildflower Geocaching program.

• Began preliminary work on adding pollinator info to 

species profiles in collaboration with Heather Holm.

Other Services & Public OutreachOther Services & Public OutreachOther Services & Public OutreachOther Services & Public Outreach
• Manned a table at MN Native Plant Society Symposium, 

and at the 4th Annual Native Plant Revival and Expo

• Keynote Speaker at the Winona Master Gardeners Annual

Convention.

• Presentations given to multiple Twin Cities garden clubs, 

the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, the Minnesota 

Wetland Professionals Association, and the Minnesota 

Native Plant Society.

• Donated numerous images to other non-commercial 

projects. Requesters include: Leech Lake Tribal College, 

USDA-NRCS, USDA-ARS, Ohio State University 

Extension, University of Tennessee Extension, University

of Wyoming Biodiversity Institute, Department of 

Fisheries and Ocean (Canada), Chicago Botanic Garden, 

Helen Schuler Nature Centre (Alberta, CA), Tamarac 

NWR, Two Rivers NWR, Illinois Native Plant Society, 

Wetland Health Evaluation Program, MN DNR, Scott 

County, St Louis County, St Paul Parks, Wild Ones

We are available to lead wildflower walks or give

presentations to garden clubs, environmental

organizations, or any other group interested in native

plants. For more information, contact Peter Dziuk at

peter@minnesotawildflowers.info

A Note From the PresidentA Note From the PresidentA Note From the PresidentA Note From the President
2015 was a very busy year. After our successful fundraiser 

in 2014, we purchased a quality macrophotography system 

so we could provide good images of the tiny flowering and 

fruiting structures that are so important to grass and sedge 

identification. It's pretty awesome.

It produces great images that really add value to a species 

profile, but we did discover a downside – it is also a very 

time-consuming process! Every field survey trip has 

resulted in many extra hours photographing field specimens

in a lab setting, a time-critical process which cuts into other

field time as well as publishing time, and leaves no 

breathing room in between. Up until now, field time has 

gone uncompensated but due to the generosity of donors 

this year, we can rectify some of that next year! Thank you!

We are now halfway through

our 3-year grant from the

Minnesota Environment and

Natural Resources Trust Fund

and are already planning to go

for another 3-year grant to

continue the work we started

and (literally) dive into the

aquatics. We already have

underwater cameras and the

new macrophotography system

will also be very useful to cover

this plant group. Underwater

photography is a whole different world but you can expect 

the same quality standards we put into everything we do.

2016 will be another busy season!

Katy ChaykaKaty ChaykaKaty ChaykaKaty Chayka
Creator of Minnesota Wildflowers, 

President and Board Chair

Board of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of DirectorsBoard of Directors
Katy Chayka, President

Peter Dziuk, Secretary

Victoria Ranua, Treasurer

John Thayer
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2015 Volunteer Contributors2015 Volunteer Contributors2015 Volunteer Contributors2015 Volunteer Contributors
Volunteers: Volunteers: Volunteers: Volunteers: 
Katy Chayka, Peter Dziuk, John Thayer

Photo Contributors:Photo Contributors:Photo Contributors:Photo Contributors: 
Katy Chayka, Peter Dziuk, Steve Eggers, Heather Holm, Keir Morse,

Terry Serres, Bill Steele, John Thayer

2015 Financial Summary2015 Financial Summary2015 Financial Summary2015 Financial Summary
Total income for fiscal year 2015: $73,933.52
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In-kind & Volunteer DonationsIn-kind & Volunteer DonationsIn-kind & Volunteer DonationsIn-kind & Volunteer Donations

Field work: 1289 hrs (887 hours by Peter alone)

Publishing & administration: 464 hrs

Web/System programming: 43 hrs

Value: $45,075

Estimated value of photos donated in 2015: $780

AdvertisingAdvertisingAdvertisingAdvertising
SponsorsSponsorsSponsorsSponsors

Itasca Ladyslipper Farm

Minnesota Native

Landscapes

Minnesota Native Plant

Society

Morning Sky Greenery

Natural Shore Technology

Pollinator Press

/Heather Holm

Prairie Moon Nursery

Prairie Restorations

Shooting Star Native Seeds

Wild Ones Twin Cities
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2015 Donors 2015 Donors 2015 Donors 2015 Donors (* repeat donor – a very special thanks to you!)(* repeat donor – a very special thanks to you!)(* repeat donor – a very special thanks to you!)(* repeat donor – a very special thanks to you!)

$5000$5000$5000$5000
Midwest Natural 

Resources, Inc

$1000$1000$1000$1000
Wild Ones Twin Cities

$100+$100+$100+$100+
John Arthur*, 

Terry Baker*,

Joyce Benoit*,

Nancy Brennan*,

Gillespy Associates,

Bonnie Harper-Lore,

Phil Hartley,

Susan Lindoo*,

Claudia O'Donnell,

Joan Spence*,

Brett Whaley*,

Mark Wheeler*,

and 1 anonymous donor

Thank you all for your

support. We couldn't do this

without you!

$25+$25+$25+$25+

Martha Anderson,

John Bakos,

Botanical Solutions 

MN,

Harlan Baxter*,

Andrew Beim*,

Elizabeth Bell,

Simba Blood*,

Margo Bock*,

Gina Bonsignore,

Clifford Borgerding*,

Thomas Bretl,

Elizabeth Brown,

Sharon L Burt,

Bob Bystrom*,

Eric Carlson,

Michelle Cochran,

Jim Coleman*,

Amy Cordry,

Lynn Crotty,

Deborah Davis Hudak,

Dead on Designs,

Eva Deck*,

Carolyn Dindorf,

Joel Dunnette*,

Jill & Myron Engle*,

Myron Engle*,

Anthony Ernst,

Carlene June Ewalt*,

Laurie Forsberg,

Mary Fouassier*,

Carole Gernes*,

Jerrold Gershone*,

Kenneth Goebel,

Maureen Graber,

Cloid Green,

Jodi Halbert*,

Kevin Halling*,

Holly Hamilton*,

Jan Hardel,

Maureen Harding*,

Alan Hartley,

Dorothy Hastings,

Jay Hatch*,

Marion Heinz,

Dawn Herbst,

Matthew Hunt,

Maria Jette,

Dorothy L Johns,

Deane Johnson*,

Barry Kazmer,

Leslie Kensinger*,

Mark Kjolhaug*,

Diana Koehler,

George Kohan,

Randall Kroening*,

David Kuhnau,

Ronald Lagerquist*,

James Landucci,

John Lang*,

Brett Larson,

Judy Lewman,

Susan Light*,

Ming-I Liu*,

Michael Lynch*,

Ryan MacAskill*,

Joelyn Malone,

Marilyn Maltby*,

David Marin,

Nathan Marti*,

Susan McCallum,

Marta A McDowell,

Krista Menzel*,

Ruth K Miller,

Linda Morey*,

Charles Mosher,

Judith Murphy*,

Debora Murray,

Keith Myrom*,

Lilla Nelson,

Ruth Ann Olson,

Debra Owens,

Kathleen Park*,

Veronika Phillips*,

Richard Pierce*,

Mary Beth Pottratz*,

Carmine Profant*,

Emilie Quast,

Diana Rankin*,

Red Dragonfly Press*,

Edward Reilly,

Thomas Rice*,

Marcia Richards,

Jay C Ritterson,

Mary Roth,

Nancy Sather,

Judith Scoville,

Sue Sherek,

Lila M Smith*,

Liz Stanley,

Christine Steffl*,

David Stuart*,

Deborah Sweeney*,

Hannah Texler*,

Ken-ichi Ueda,

Darwin Wassink*,

Mary Weeks,

Jack Wegmann,

George Weiblen,

Em Westerlund,

Natalie White*,

Maryann Whitman*,

Kristin Willette*,

Bonnie Williams*,

& 2 anonymous donors

$5-$20$5-$20$5-$20$5-$20

Catherine Alexander, Donald Anderson, Jody Antoniou, ANTsales, James Baker, Donald Bania, Shannon Barnett, Jane 

Beasley*, Bruce Bedford, Tyler Beemer, Kristin Benson, Elizabeth Betts, Robin Bouta, Genevieve Brand, Robert Bussler*, 

Phyllis Carlson, Ann Casper, Susan Cassidy, Steven Chesney*, Hiram Cochran, Jane Copes*, Mary Courteau, Stirling 

Cousins, Rebekah Creshkoff, David Czoschke*, Anthony DeMars, Kimberly Ditz, Kelly Duzan*, Angie Eichorn, Debra 

Euerle, Elaine Evans, Emilie Falc, Lincoln Fetcher, Dr. Ann Frisch, Joel Gardner*, James D Gibson, Scott Gildner, Katy 

Gillispie*, Jennifer Goeppinger, Theresa Grandprey, Anna Grovender, Thomas Hager, Joanne Hansen, Sharon Harris, Heart 

Matters Publishing, Annette Homburger, Anne Hoover, George & Connie Host, Paul Jacobson, Donald Johnston, Pia-Riitta 

Klein, Annemie Laarakker, Cynthia Lapp, Allen Larson, Constance Larson, David Lee, Pamela Leonard, Diana Lieffring, 

Anna Lovrien, Thomas Marks, Holly Maroney, Wendy Martin, Kristie Martinka, Nathan Mattson, Alexis McCarthy, Valerie 

McGruder, David Miller, Dennis Morrison, Ian Nicholson, Susan Nordvall*, Kevin Novak, Alan Olander*, Susy Olson, Barb

Omarzu, Garry Patton, Ralph Pennie, Mark Perry, Jimmy Pichner, Douglas Pierzina*, Joseph Plantenberg, Hedera Porter, 

Sally Pouty, Nicolyn Rajala, Diana Rankin*, Lydia Rappaport, William Reagan, Steve Richardson, Marisa Ring, Kevin 

Roberts, Richard T Rodich*, Lon Rosenfield, Laura Ross, Judith Scholin*, John Schroeder, Stephanie Selb, Bonny 

Skovbroten, Mark Smellie, Deb Snickers, Jacob Stacken, Jinjer Stanton*, Rick Stich*, John Strand*, James Stripe, Susan 

Swift, Alyce Taylor, Stanley Tesch, Marilynn Torkelson*, John Valo, Thomas Vicha, Cathy Waldhauser, Stephen Waslo, 

Elizabeth Welty, Ingrid Welty, Lori Widmann*, Nathaniel Wildon, Robert Williams, Jennifer Wilson, Mary Wilson, Susan 

Wiseman, Nora Woodworth, Becky Wozney, Paul Wyatt, Mary Yaeger, Anne Young, Jaydn Young

$1-$3$1-$3$1-$3$1-$3

3 donors


